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The following constituents are primary standards which can affect your health if you consume water that tests higher than the MCL. Treatment of the water can be utilized to lower the contaminant levels in the water. To prove adequate water quality, your water must test at or below the MCLs listed in the table below:
	 Primary Drinking Water*
Contaminant
	Unit
Measurement
	
MCL
	
Typical Source of Contaminant

	Bacteria – Total Coliform & Fecal Coliform (E. coli)
	
	Present
	Naturally present in the environment.

	Arsenic
	ppb
	10
	Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from orchards; glass & electronics production wastes.

	Copper
	ppm
	1.0
	Internal corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of natural deposits; leaching from wood preservatives.

	Lead
	ppb
	AL = 15
	Internal corrosion of household water plumbing systems; discharges from industrial manufacturers; erosion of natural deposits.

	Nitrate (as N)
	ppm
	10
	Runoff & leaching from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks and sewage; erosion of natural deposits.


*Treatment will be required for any contaminant that exceeds a PRIMARY MCL.

The constituents in the table below are secondary standards which will affect the taste, odor and appearance of your water:
	Secondary Drinking Water**
Contaminant
	Unit
Measurement
	
MCL
	
Typical Source of Contaminant

	Iron
	ppb
	300
	Leaching from natural deposits.

	Manganese
	ppb
	50
	Leaching from natural deposits.

	Sulfate
	ppm
	500
	Runoff/leaching from natural deposits; industrial wastes.


**Treatment will be recommended for any contaminant that exceeds a SECONDARY MCL.

REQUIRED ANALYSES FOR WATER QUALITY
(continued)

The following tests are required but have no MCL. They will give an assessment of your water’s tendency to form lime scale or if it will tend to be corrosive to plumbing. They can also affect the treatment required for violations of primary or secondary water quality standards:

pH, Hardness, Alkalinity, Calcium, Magnesium, Specific Conductivity


Definitions for Terms Used

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.

Regulatory Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which; if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a public water system must follow.

ppm: parts per million or milligrams per liter (mg/L)	

ppb: parts per billion or micrograms per liter (ug/L)
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